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LA ‘cruel deception is being
perpetuated by heedless men
{o the effect that all Presi-
dent Nixon need do to secure
the- releaqe of prisoners of
~ war held in North Vietnam is
to declare a specific date for
" the complete withdrawal of
all American forces.
The depth of this deception

" js emphasized in a respouse

to questions submitted to the
Hanoi government by the
New York Times, which the
neéwspaper decided not to
pubhsh The reasons leading

to «this decision are curious.

On page 10 of its January

' 81" 'edition under a headline

. saying “Hanoi’s Cable  to

" Times Cites Peace Aim,” the

- Times gave this main reason

- for not publishing Hanoi's re-

. sponse to the questions sub-

: Imtted by its managing edi--
or:

*The response was'no differ-
i ent- than previous positions
stated at the Paris peace nego-
. tiations by Hanoi's represent-
‘ atives:-and published at the
+ time.in the Times.
This, excuse for not publish-
" ing" Hanoi’s response can be
questioned for several rea-
.-sons. First, the cable was an
official statement direct from

Hanoi and not filtered ;
" through the North Vietnamese ,

" delegation in Paris,

7 Second, the Times, in an
inferview earlier with the
"head of the Communist dele-

. gation, had spread the im-
_pression that releasing prison-
ers of war could be separated

+ from otlier issues at the Parxs
conference.

And, third. the Hanoi re-
*.sponse might have helped fo

_ clear the minds of those who
" cpltivate the deception that
~"the. prisoner of war question
can -be separated from North
Vietnam’s insistence that all

" troops must be withdrawn, all -

support to the Thieu govern-

Vietnamization abandoned.

'

The Times often has pub- -

lished, and makes a special
point of publishing, important
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1tselt in this case to pubhsh- |
ing merely a summary of the i
exclusive statement it  re- !
ceived from Hanoi, and did '
not relate this response to the |
questions it had asked except
to say. that none had. been
answered directly.

Nor, it was indicated, would
the,-Times have done this
much had it not been for the
fact that the Foreign Broad-
cast. Information Service of
the Central Intelligence Agen- .
¢y bad published in its week- |
ly report the substance of the
exchange in its regular func-
tion of monitoring Hanoi's
public communications.

Furthermore, a good many
readers would conclude that

the Hanoi response confirmed

beyond any shadow of doubt .
the Nixon administration’s
claim that North Vietnam has -
flatly turned down a prisoner
release in exchange for a

i Tirm withdrawal date.

Senator George McGovern

" (D., 8.D.), a -candidate for

presuient has, in .effect,
called Mr. Nixon a liar for .
making that claim.

‘Aside from revealing the -
hazards of a newspaper
trving to conduct, or at least
influence, foreign affairs, the
incident of this unpublished
document from Hanoi nails
down hard what the Commu-
fmst government will settle
or
It will settle for the humlha-
tion of the Unifed States,
complete renunciation of the
Thiew government, and an
end to all support for the
elected government of South
Vietnam. Then—maybe— it
will release Ammcan prison-
ers of war.

The Times could have
placed these facts in high
relief by publishing its ques-
tions and Hanoi’s cabled re-

3 , but it did not .
. ment cut off and the policy of ! sponse, but it did not do so

Serator  McGovern and,
more recently, Senator Mike
Mansfield (D., Mont.), persist

| in the notion that it is all
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- The Times withholds rehuttal toa u.'uelvhe; |

plete w:thdrawal and Hanoi

will interpret that as letting
the Theiu government go

down the drain and promptly ,
release the prisoners. The

war will then be over.

Hanoi’s cable makes it a lot
“Clearer: | President  Nixon
/must pull out of Vietnam to-

taily stop hacking the Nguyen

Van Thieu bellicose clique:

and conformn to all seven
points of Hanoi’s peace pro-
posal, which would accom-
plish the complete humiliation
of Mr. Nixon in his attempt
to achieve a constructive end
to the war.
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